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Australia to command Combined Task Force 
in Red Sea
Analysis >>>

Port Moresby

Jakarta

German Warship Shoots Down Drone in Self-Defense 
Off Lebanon
Analysis >>>

Nigerian Navy Rescues 9 Human trafficking victims
Analysis >>>

ReCAAP ISC Q3: 68 incidents in the first nine months of 2024
Analysis >>>

Puerto Maritimo De Guayaquil

ECUADOR: 2.73 tonnes of cocaine seized from 
Posorja Port, Guayaquil.
Source >>>

Philippines, France strengthen marine conservation cooperation efforts
Analysis >>>

U.S. Sanctions 18 Entities, Vessels & Individuals 
Involved In Illegal Iranian Oil Shipments
Analysis >>>

Cartagena

Calls for African solutions to African maritime security challenges
Analysis >>>

MACN and USAID partner to combat corruption 
across key ports
Analysis >>>

Ukraine turns to IMO for protection against 
maritime attacks
Analysis >>>

Israel eyes Somaliland base bid to counter threats from Yemen's 
Houthis, bolster security - report
Analysis >>>

Yemen's Houthis say they targeted ship in Arabian sea 
with drones
Analysis >>>

Greek Dockworkers Block Ammunition 
Shipment to Israel in Anti-War Protest
Analysis >>>

Russia continues launching attacks in Ukrainian ports
Analysis >>>

UK-Mauritius Chagos Deal Removes Risk for Diego 
Garcia Naval Base
Analysis >>>

South Korea steps up commitment to South China Sea, with limits
Analysis >>>
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Middle East 

Tensions in the Middle East have escalated significantly. Israel has intensified its 

operations against Hezbollah following the assassination of Hassan Nasrallah 

on 28 September 2024, leading to a significant increase in Israeli strikes in 

Lebanon. Iran launched a major missile attack on Israel, codenamed Operation 

True Promise 2, on 01 October 2024, involving around 200 ballistic missiles in 

response to the killing of key figures within Hezbollah and other Iranian-backed 

groups. Despite the scale, most missiles were intercepted by Israel's defense 

systems, indicating a failure in Iran's strategy to overwhelm these defenses.

On 17 October 2024, the United States and NATO intervened directly in Yemen, 

striking Houthi targets with B-2 Spirit bombers for the first time in the conflict.  

An assassination attempt on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

occurred on 19 October 2024, when a drone targeted his Caesarea, Israel, home. 

Iranian statements and the timing of the incident with other Hezbollah opera-

tions indicate that Hezbollah was directly involved. The US confirmed on 21 

October 2024 the deployment of a THAAD battery to Israel, accompanied by 

approximately 100 US military personnel to operate the system.

In the meanwhile, Israel is continuing Operation Swords of Iron. This operation 

includes extensive aerial bombardments, ground incursions, and targeted 

strikes across Gaza. The goal is to destroy Hamas's military infrastructure and 

return hostages. However, progress is hindered by resistance from Palestinian 

groups and stalled advances in certain areas. The conflict's expansion into 

southern Lebanon and involvement by Hezbollah and other Iran-backed groups 

adds complexity to the situation. As of 21 October 2024, 97 Israeli hostages 

remain in Hamas custody.

Following the attempted assassination of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 

Israel is expected to intensify its military operations. This could include more 

aggressive strikes against Hezbollah targets in Lebanon, as well as more direct 

targeting of Iranian assets or proxies, potentially including Syria or Iran itself. 

Netanyahu and other Israeli officials have already stated that such attacks will 

not go unanswered, potentially rallying international support for Israeli military 

action.

The escalation dynamics of the Middle East's instability are substantial, with the 

direct involvement of Iran through missile strikes against Israel marking a 

significant escalation. The death of Hezbollah's leadership and subsequent 

Israeli operations have further destabilized Lebanon, traditionally a hotspot for 

proxy wars. The US-led strikes against the Houthis indicate NATO's interest in 

preventing the conflict from spilling over into a wider regional or global conflict. 

Iran appears to be attempting to strike a balance between demonstrating 

strength to its domestic audience and avoiding a full-scale war that could result 

in crippling economic sanctions or direct military confrontation with NATO 

forces. 

Bay of Campeche

The Bay of Campeche has seen an increase in maritime robberies, particularly 

targeting offshore vessels and oil platforms. Sea pirates operate in small fishing 

boats and are typically armed with pistols.  In one incident on 14 October 2024, 

the perpetrators stole crew property, mobile phones, computers, and other 

equipment, including SCBA. They instructed the crew to share their bank account 

information and made transfers to another account while on board the ship.

These incidents have been attributed to organized crime groups, particularly 

those linked to drug cartels, who are known to operate in maritime environ-

ments for drug trafficking and could be diversifying into piracy due to potential 

profits from stealing oil or equipment. Governance issues contribute to the 

region's vulnerability, as weak maritime policing, surveillance, and rapid 

response capabilities allow these incidents to occur with relative impunity. The 

bay's geographical advantages, such as long coastlines and numerous oil 

platforms, provide ample hiding places and operational advantages for pirates. 

The situation in the Bay of Campeche shows signs of potentially becoming a 

more established piracy cluster if left unchecked. If the trend continues without 

significant intervention, it could have broader implications, including increased 

costs for security measures, potential production delays, or temporary 

shutdowns of platforms due to safety concerns.
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SOS from ReCAAP ISC on sea robbery in Singapore Strait
Analysis >>>

LPG Tankers Explode, One Linked to 
Iranian Gas Smuggling
Analysis >>>

At least 18 people injured in fire, explosion at La Salina oil 
terminal in Venezuela
Analysis >>>

PANAMA: 45 drug packages seized from US container 
bound for Belgium in Balbao Port
Source >>>

Cartagena

IMB warns Nigeria, others on resurgance of piracy in the GoG
Analysis >>>

PANAMA: 410 drug packages seized from US container bound for Sweden in Panama City
Source >>>

Russia’s Black Sea Fleet Warships Flee From Sevastopol Amid 
Ukrainian Attacks
Analysis >>>

Huge cache of narcotics seized in Pakistan Navy's mega
operation in Arabian Sea
Source >>>

MEXICO: 8.3 tonnes of drugs seized and arrested 23 crew
 members arrested aboard six small vessels southwest of the port
 of Lázaro Cárdenas
Source >>>

EU naval ops off Africa under the spotlight
Analysis >>>

PUERTO RICO: 180 drug packages seized from vessel 8 nm 
off Cabo Rojo
Source >>>

Cargo Ship’s Suspicious Voyage Ends in Massive Cocaine Bust
Source >>>

As China’s navy docks in Bangladesh, India watches with ‘growing 
concern’
Analysis >>>

Chinese Carrier Strike Group Operating in South China 
Sea After Drills Surrounding Taiwan
Analysis >>>

https://diariocorreo.com.ec/104464/sucesos/posorja-decomisan-mas-de-2-toneladas-de-cocaina
https://www.critica.com.pa/sucesos/decomisan-cargamento-de-droga-en-puerto-679422
https://diarioelsalvador.com/mexico-logra-decomiso-record-de-83-toneladas-de-drogas-en-el-pacifico/583442/#google_vignette
https://www.prensa.com/judiciales/incautan-mas-de-40-paquetes-con-droga-en-un-contenedor/
https://foronoticioso.com/fnpr/policia-ocupa-millonario-cargamento-de-droga-y-el-arresto-de-dos-hombres-en-cabo-rojo/
https://gcaptain.com/cargo-ships-suspicious-voyage-ends-in-massive-cocaine-bust/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-819e71eaa4-170105873&mc_cid=819e71eaa4&mc_eid=10d8ec6543
https://shipsandports.com.ng/nigerian-navy-rescues-nine-human-trafficking-victims/
https://dunyanews.tv/en/Pakistan/844762-huge-cache-of-narcotics-seized-in-pakistan-navys-mega-operation-in-ar
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