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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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C A S E S  A N D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S

A C C I D E N T S

L E G A L  C H A R G E S  I N  G E R M A N Y  F O R  S C R A P P I N G  A  S H I P  I N  A L A N G ,  I N D I A
T h e  H a m b u r g  p u b l i c  p r o s e c u t o r  h a s  c h a r g e d  t h r e e  d e f e n d a n t s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
i l l e g a l  s c r a p p i n g  o f  a  s h i p  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a .  I n  2 0 1 6 ,  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s h i p  C S
D I S C O V E R Y  ( I M O  9 2 1 9 3 5 5 ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r o u n d  1 4 . 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  h a z a r d o u s
w a s t e  w i t h i n  i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  l e f t  t h e  I t a l i a n  r e g i o n  o f  C a l a b r i a  f o r  t h e  b e a c h
o f  A l a n g ,  w h e r e  i t  a r r i v e d  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7 .  U n d e r  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n
W a s t e  S h i p m e n t  R e g u l a t i o n  i t  i s  a  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n c e  t o  e x p o r t  e n d - o f - l i f e
v e s s e l s  f r o m  t h e  E U  t o  n o n - O E C D  c o u n t r i e s .  

T h e  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  b a s e d  o n  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d
m e d i a  r e p o r t s .  T h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  a n d  i t
i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  m a n y  a c c i d e n t s  g o  u n r e p o r t e d .  I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n  n o  d a t a  i s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y ,
w h i c h  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o p e r l y  a s s e s s  t h e  o v e r a l l  s c a l e  a n d  i m p a c t  o f
t h e  i n c i d e n t s .  T h e r e  i s  f u r t h e r m o r e  n o  o f f i c i a l  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  o f
o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  o f  w h i c h  m a n y  m o r e  w o r k e r s  s u f f e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r .

B A N G L A D E S H

O n  2 0  A u g u s t ,  M d  N u r u d d i n  s u s t a i n e d  i n j u r i e s  o n  h i s  l e g  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n
t h e  s h i p  F V  S H E N G  ( I M O  9 0 8 4 1 6 4 )  a t  A r e f i n  E n t e r p r i s e .  T h e  w o r k e r  f e l l
f r o m  h e i g h t  w h i l e  c u t t i n g  a  p l a t e .  N u r u d d i n  r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  t h e
y a r d  d o c t o r .

O n  2 6  A u g u s t ,  R a s h e l  ( 2 5 )  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  a  s h i p  b e a c h e d  a t
S i m n i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  T h e  w o r k e r  f e l l  i n  t h e  s e a  d u r i n g  h i g h  t i d e .

https://www.tagesschau.de/investigativ/ndr/verschrottung-schiff-indien-100.html
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O n  1 7  S e p t e m b e r ,  H a r u n u r  ( 3 9 )  f e l l  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  F O R T U N E  ( I M O
9 0 1 1 1 9 3 )   a n d  w a s  r e s c u e d  b y  c o - w o r k e r s .  H e  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o
C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  w h e r e  t h e  d o c t o r s  d e c l a r e d  h i m
d e a d  a t  a r r i v a l .  T h e  a c c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d  a t  T o g g i  G r e e n  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,
o w n e d  b y  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  B a n g l a d e s h i  B a s h u n d h a r a  G r o u p .  

O n  1 9  S e p t e m b e r ,  N a z a m  U d d i n  ( 3 3 )  d i e d  a f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  h i s  s h i f t  a s  a  n i g h t
g u a r d  a t  N . B .  S t e e l .  T h e  w o r k e r  f e l l  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  A D R I A T I C  E N E R G Y  ( I M O
8 1 1 0 2 0 3 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o u t h  K o r e a n  c o m p a n y  S i n o k o r .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

S H I P B R E A K E R S  C O N T I N U E  T O  D I S M A N T L E  S H I P S  W I T H O U T
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C L E A R A N C E
Y a r d  o w n e r s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  a r e  d i s m a n t l i n g  s h i p s  w i t h o u t  c l e a r a n c e  f r o m  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( D o E )  a s  p e r  t h e  2 0 1 1  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e s  a n d
S h i p b r e a k i n g  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t  R u l e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r ,  t h e  D o E
f i n e d  t w o  y a r d s  T k  1  l a k h  ( a r o u n d  8 5 0  E U R )  a n d  r e q u i r e d  a n o t h e r  f i v e  y a r d s
t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r m i s s i o n s .  

P R E S S U R E  P E R S I S T S  T O  R E M O V E  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S A F E G U A R D S  F O R
T H E  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y
T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p  B r e a k e r s  a n d  R e c y c l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B S B R A )  i s
p r e s s u r i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e - c a t e g o r i s e  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  f r o m
“ R e d ”  t o  “ O r a n g e ”  c a t e g o r y .  T h e  “ R e d ”  c a t e g o r y ,  a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o t e c t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n s  2 0 2 3 ,  r e n d e r s  i t  m a n d a t o r y  t o  o b t a i n  a
s e c o n d  r o u n d  o f  c l e a r a n c e  f r o m  t h e  D o E  f o r  e a c h  s h i p  i m p o r t ,  a n d
i m p o r t a n t l y  a l s o  s u b j e c t s  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  u n d e r g o i n g  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t
A s s e s s m e n t  ( E I A ) .  T h e  s h i p b r e a k e r s  a r g u e  t h a t  d e l a y s  o f  “ o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  t o
t w o  m o n t h s ”  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  b r e a k i n g  h a m p e r s  t h e  s e c t o r .  

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/worker-dies-after-falling-ship-toggi-green-ship-breaking-yard-ctg-702186
https://www.thedailystar.net/chattogram/news/shipbreaking-goes-without-environmental-clearance-3412256
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SAQU-28.pdf
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/stock-corporate/ship-breaking-industry-in-dire-straits-due-to-red-category-1694109647
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/stock-corporate/ship-breaking-industry-in-dire-straits-due-to-red-category-1694109647
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S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  S U F F E R I N G  F R O M  E X P O S U R E  T O  T O X I C  W A S T E
A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  T h e  B u s i n e s s  S t a n d a r d ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
s u f f e r  f r o m  s e v e r e  r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  d u e  t o  t h e  u n s a f e  h a n d l i n g  o f
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s .  M a n y
w o r k e r s  s h o w  s y m p t o m s  o f  a s b e s t o s i s ,  a s  r e v e a l e d  b y  r e s e a r c h  c o n d u c t e d
s i n c e  2 0 1 7  b y  P l a t f o r m ’ s  m e m b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  –  B a n g l a d e s h
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w y e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B E L A )  a n d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  a n d
S a f e t y  F o u n d a t i o n  ( O S H E ) .  N u r u l  A b s e r  ( 6 0 ) ,  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r ,  t o l d  T h e
B u s i n e s s  S t a n d a r d  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  s e v e r e  b r e a t h i n g
p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  m e d i c i n e s  c o s t  a r o u n d  T k
5 0 0 0  ( a r o u n d  5 0 e u r )  e v e r y  m o n t h  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  c h a l l e n g i n g  f o r  h i m  t o
w o r k .  S e v e r a l  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a s b e s t o s i s .
A s b e s t o s  c o n t a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  h a v e  t o  b e  h a n d l e d  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p r o t e c t i v e
e q u i p m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  t o  w o r k e r s  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  y a r d s .  

As a result of suffering from asbestosis for a long time, the workers start
losing their working capacity and keep suffering from many other
symptoms, like chest pain, high blood pressure, and back pain. Long term
asbestosis can also result in lung cancer and mesothelioma, which is almost
irreversible"

Dr. Rajat Shankar Roy Biswas 
Medicine specialist in Chattogram 

Q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e ,  M r .  A b u  T a h e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h
S h i p  B r e a k e r s  a n d  R e c y c l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  n o  a s b e s t o s
v i c t i m  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  a s  t h e  s h i p s  b u i l t  a f t e r  2 0 0 0  d o  n o t  c a r r y  a n y  a s b e s t o s " .
T h i s  r e s p o n s e  h o w e v e r  i g n o r e s  t h a t  w h i l s t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s h i p s  t h a t  a r e
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d i s m a n t l e d  w e r e  b u i l t  b e f o r e  2 0 0 0 ,  r e c e n t  e s t i m a t e s
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a s b e s t o s  i s  s t i l l  f o u n d  i n  o v e r  6 5 %  o f  o p e r a t i n g  v e s s e l s ,  a n d  i n
a s  m a n y  a s  5 0 %  o f  a l l  n e w  b u i l d s .  M r .  T a h e r ’ s  s t a t e m e n t  r e v e a l s  a b o u t  t h e
c o n t i n u e d  r e l u c t a n c e  o f  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a d d r e s s  a s b e s t o s -
r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/issues-of-interest/why-ships-are-toxic/asbestos/
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A

I M P O R T  O F  E N D - O F - L I F E  V E S S E L S  T O  A L A N G - S O S I Y A  S L O W S  D O W N
A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  H i n d u s t a n  T i m e s ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  A l a n g - S o s i y a
h a s  s e e n  a  d e c r e a s i n g  t r e n d  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s h i p s  b e i n g  r e c y c l e d ,  w i t h  o n l y
o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  h a v i n g  v e s s e l s  r e a d y  f o r  r e c y c l i n g .
H a r e s h  P a r m a r ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  A l a n g ,
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a  s h i p  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  i n  t h e  p a s t  2 0  m o n t h s .
A n o t h e r  y a r d  o w n e r  i n  A l a n g ,  K e t a n  P a t e l ,  w h o  o w n s  f o u r  y a r d s ,  s a i d  t h a t  i n
A u g u s t  o n l y  2 5  o f  t h e  1 8 3  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  w e r e  o p e r a t i o n a l .  H i g h  f r e i g h t
r a t e s  o f  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e  U S A ,
r e s u l t e d  i n  s h i p  o w n e r s  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i o n a l  f o r  l o n g e r
d u r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  h a s  a d v e r s e l y  r e d u c e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s h i p s  d i s m a n t l e d  o n
t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t h e  I n d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s
d e c i d e d  t o  h o l d  b a c k  i t s  p l a n s  t o  d o u b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  c a p a c i t y  b y  2 0 2 4  a n d
p l a n s  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  5 - y e a r  p l a n  t o  b o o s t  t h e  s e c t o r .  T h e  f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f
t h e  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M u k e s h  P a t e l ,  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t
“ s h i p b r e a k i n g  u n i t s  i n  I n d i a  n e e d  t o  s e t  u p  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  h a n d l e  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ,
c r e a t e  a  s e p a r a t e  a r e a  f o r  b r e a k i n g  a n d  s e g r e g a t i n g  s t e e l ,  a n d  a l s o  s e t  u p
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  a n d  h y g i e n e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  t o  b e c o m e
c o m p l i a n t  w i t h  E U  n o r m s . ” .

https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/others/how-alang-ship-breaking-yard-struggles-to-survive-as-govt-comes-to-its-rescue-101688641966374.html
https://ahmedabadmirror.com/alang-ship-breakers-get-relief/81857891.html
https://indiashippingnews.com/govt-to-come-up-with-a-new-long-term-plan-to-augment-ship-recycling-capacity-at-alang/


D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N

A f t e r  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o n e t a r y  F u n d  i n  J u l y ,
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  n o n - e s s e n t i a l  i m p o r t s  w e r e  l i f t e d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  r e o p e n i n g
o f  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  l e t t e r s  o f  c r e d i t .  S i n c e  S e p t e m b e r ,  f i v e  v e s s e l s  w e r e  s o l d
f o r  s c r a p p i n g  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  G a d a n i .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T r a d e W i n d s ,  t w o
b u l k e r s  w e r e  s o l d  t o  P a k i s t a n  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r  d e a l s  a r e  u n d e r
n e g o t i a t i o n .  C a l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d  f o r  P a k i s t a n  t o  s h i f t  t o  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  o f f  t h e  b e a c h .  I n  G a d a n i ,  e x p e r t s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e e d  t o
d e v e l o p  a  l a n d f i l l  s i t e  f o r  m a n a g i n g  w a s t e  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a n d
r e s p o n s i b l e  m a n n e r ;  e s t a b l i s h  b a s i c  h e a l t h c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ;  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e
t r a i n i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n c l u d i n g  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o l o n y  f o r
w o r k e r s ;  a n d  i m p r o v e  r o a d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n n e c t i v i t y  a l o n g  w i t h
a c c e s s  t o  b a s i c  u t i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y .  V i a b l e  o p t i o n s  f o r
m o v i n g  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a t f o r m s  t h a t  c a n  e n s u r e  f u l l  c o n t a i n m e n t s
a n d  t h e  s a f e  u s e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  h e a v y  l i f t i n g  c r a n e s  h a v e  s t i l l  t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d
f o r  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  B l u e  E c o n o m y .
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S H I P B R E A K I N G :  I N E Q U A L I T Y  A S  A  M E A N S  T O  A V O I D
L I A B I L I T Y

S h i p b r e a k i n g  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  U S A .  I n  t h e  m i d - 2 0 t h
c e n t u r y  t h e  i n d u s t r y  s h i f t e d  t o w a r d s  E a s t  A s i a ,  a n d  J a p a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a ,  a n d
T a i w a n  b e c a m e  m a j o r  p l a y e r s  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g .  M a n y  s h i p s  w e r e  e i t h e r
o w n e d  o r  b u i l t  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  t h e y  m a d e  i n v e s t m e n t s  t o  m o d e r n i s e
t h e i r  r e c y c l i n g  y a r d s  w h i l e  h a v i n g  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  h a n d l e  l a r g e  v e s s e l s .
S l o w l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  C h a t t o g r a m  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  A l a n g  i n  I n d i a ,
a n d  G a d a n i  i n  P a k i s t a n ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  m a r k e t .  T h e r e  s h i p o w n e r s  c o u l d  g e t
h i g h e r  p r i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  a s s e t s  d u e  t o  t h e  l o w  c o s t s  o f  b e a c h i n g ,  c h e a p
l a b o u r ,  a n d  w e a k e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h
a n d  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T o d a y ,  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 %  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  t o n n a g e  i s
d i s m a n t l e d  o n  t h e  t i d a l  b e a c h e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n .  

T h e  n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  g a i n  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,
m a i n l y  p r o f i t i n g  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r s ,  h a s  c o m e  a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o s t  t o  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  m u l t i p l e
s t u d i e s  l o o k i n g  a t  i s s u e s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  d u e
d i l i g e n c e .  
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We may all live in a permanently polluted world where ‘the pollution of the
water has joined the molecular fabric of our bodies’ (Murphy 2013: 495),
but dumping toxic vessels on the Global South illustrates how people are
not equally exposed or protected.

Camelia Dewan
Environmental anthropologist
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W i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i t i c s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s
b e t w e e n  t h e  G l o b a l  N o r t h  a n d  G l o b a l  S o u t h ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s
h o w  g l o b a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  u n e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t o x i c  e x p o s u r e .
S h i p b r e a k i n g  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  S o u t h  i s  a  c a s e  o f  g l o b a l
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n j u s t i c e .  V e s s e l s  c o n t a i n i n g  m a n y  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h i n
t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  t a k e n  a p a r t  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n
w o r k e r s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
u n s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  w h i l e  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  b a s e d  i n  t h e  G l o b a l
N o r t h ,  p r o f i t .  T h e  G l o b a l  S o u t h  i s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  h a v i n g
t o  m a n a g e  t h e  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  e m b e d d e d  i n  t h e  g l o b a l
f l e e t .  T h e  s h i f t i n g  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o s t s  a n d  d a m a g e s  t o  t h e  G l o b a l  S o u t h
t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m  o f  p r o f i t  “ a c c u m u l a t i o n  b y  c o n t a m i n a t i o n ”  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  b y
t h o s e  i n  p o w e r  –  s h i p  o w n e r s ,  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s .
V u l n e r a b l e  a n d  m a r g i n a l i s e d  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  a n d
f i s h i n g  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  l a c k  c a p i t a l ,  l a n d
a n d  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k s  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  b e a r  t h e  b u r d e n  o f
t h e  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  t o x i c  i n d u s t r i a l
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g .  W h i l e  m a r g i n a l i s e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a y  r e l y
o n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  i n c o m e ,  t h e  s a m e  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  h e a l t h  a n d
s u r r o u n d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .  D e w a n  ( 2 0 2 3 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
i n d u s t r y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  m e a n s  o f  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  p r o f i t  b y  d i s m a n t l i n g
s h i p s  i n  “ c h e a p e r  c o u n t r i e s ”  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  “ d i s p o s s e s s i o n  b y  p o l l u t i o n  i n
c o a s t a l  e c o l o g i e s ” .  

A  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  i n j u r e d  a t  a  s h i p  y a r d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  s a i d :  “ T h e  y a r d s
a r e  b e c o m i n g  r i c h e r  a n d  r i c h e r ,  w h i l e  p o o r  p e o p l e  a r e  b e c o m i n g  p o o r e r  a n d
p o o r e r .  T h e r e  i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  c o r r u p t i o n  i n s i d e  a l l  o f  t h e m .  I t  i s  o n
t h e  b a c k s  o f  w o r k e r s  t h a t  t h i s  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  e v e n  h a p p e n i n g . ” .

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  v a r i o u s  t o x i c  w a s t e s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  t h e
t h r e e  S o u t h  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  6 . 5  t i m e s  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 0  a n d
2 0 1 9 .  U n p r o t e c t e d  w o r k e r s  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g
a s b e s t o s ,  r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s t e ,  h e a v y  m e t a l s ,  a n d  c r u d e  o i l  c o n t a i n i n g
p e r s i s t e n t  o r g a n i c  p o l l u t a n t s  ( P O P s )  s u c h  a s  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d  b i p h e n y l s
( P C B s ) .  T o x i c s  t h a t  a r e  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  v i a  t i d e s ,  r e a c h i n g
n e a r b y  m a n g r o v e s ,  c a n a l s ,  r i v e r s ,  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s ,  h a v e  d e v a s t a t i n g
e f f e c t s  o n  l o c a l  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e .  P e o p l e  f a c e  p o t e n t i a l  h e a l t h
r i s k s  f r o m  e a t i n g  c r o p s  g r o w n  n e a r  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a n d  c o n t a m i n a t e d
w i t h  h e a v y  m e t a l s .  W h i l e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  a s b e s t o s
r e q u i r e s  s t r i c t  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  l e v e l  o f  e x p o s u r e  t o
a s b e s t o s  a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  b e  b e t w e e n
4 3 - 3 2 0  f i b r e s / m l ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  w o r k e r .

NOVEMBER 2023SAQU #35 //

1 0

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333579772_Climate_Change_and_Global_Environmental_Politics_North-South_Divide
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/IJHRH-03-2022-0014/full/html?skipTracking=true
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306312718783087
https://www.routledge.com/Shipbreaking-in-Developing-Countries-A-Requiem-for-Environmental-Justice/Karim/p/book/9780367871208
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-81-322-2404-4_14
https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8322.12617
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00141844.2023.2208309
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00141844.2023.2208309
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42452-019-1933-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42452-019-1933-y
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Treatment-and-Disposal-of-Glass-wool-and-Asbestos/0a380e1e4e7f8c703cedc98289c284be9ddf5ac5
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/issues-of-interest/why-ships-are-toxic/asbestos/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32050148/


The governments of Western countries must recognize that they are committing a
crime against humanity by sending their toxic vessels to a country like Bangladesh.
The Western and developed exporting countries are fully aware that the vessels
contain asbestos. This is part of a corrupt system that it is sustained because of
the indulgency that the governments of the exporting countries are giving to the
ship owners.

I n  I n d i a ,  i t  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  1 5 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  w o r k f o r c e  i n v o l v e d  i n
s h i p b r e a k i n g  p r a c t i c e s  w i l l  s u f f e r  f r o m  m e s o t h e l i o m a  w h i c h  m e a n s  a b o u t
4 , 5 1 3  m e s o t h e l i o m a  d e a t h s  a m o n g  t h e  3 1 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s  e s t i m a t e d  h a v e  b e e n
e m p l o y e d  a t  t h e  y a r d s  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 4  a n d  2 0 0 2 .  I n  P a k i s t a n ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o
a s b e s t o s  d i s p o s a l  p r o c e d u r e s  d u r i n g  d i s m a n t l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  n o
d o w n s t r e a m  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  w h i l e  a s b e s t o s  i s  b a n n e d  f r o m
e n t e r i n g  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  e q u i p m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  g o v e r n m e n t
o f f i c i a l s  v e r i f y  t h e  s h i p  o w n e r s ’  o r  c a s h  b u y e r s ’  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  ‘ a s b e s t o s
n i l ’ .  A s b e s t o s  i s  o f t e n  s i m p l y  r e s o l d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a n d  m a r k e t .  
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D e w a n  ( 2 0 2 3 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
p o l l u t i n g  a t  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  a n d  t h o s e  h a v i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h
p o l l u t i o n  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c l a s s .  S h e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h i  e l i t e s
o w n i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  l i v e  i n  s a f e g u a r d e d  a r e a s ,  w i t h  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d
p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s  a n d  o f f i c e s  c r e a t i n g  a  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  p o l l u t i o n  a n d
e x p o s u r e .  M a n y  o f  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  S i t a k u n d a  a r e
o w n e d  b y  w e a l t h y  B a n g l a d e s h i  b u s i n e s s m e n  w h o  a r e  p a r t  o f  f a m i l y - b a s e d
i n d u s t r i a l  c o n g l o m e r a t e s  s u c h  a s  P H P  f a m i l y ,  K S R M  a n d  B S R M  g r o u p .  T h e
n e w s p a p e r  T h e  B u s i n e s s  S t a n d a r d  r e v e a l s  t h a t  a b o u t  3 0  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  f a m i l i e s
c o n t r o l  t h e  s h i p y a r d s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .  T h e s e  b u s i n e s s  f a m i l i e s  a r e  w e l l
c o n n e c t e d  p o l i t i c a l l y .  T h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  y a r d s  m i s u s e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r
t o  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  f u l l
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  m a y  h a m p e r  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s .  P o w e r  i n e q u a l i t i e s
m a i n t a i n  a  s y s t e m  w h e r e  m a r g i n a l i s e d  B a n g l a d e s h i s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  i n
w a y s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  c o m p e n s a t e d .   

A  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  ‘ O u r  c o m p a n i e s  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s
c o u n t r y .  T h e y  h a v e  m o n e y ;  t h e y  c a n  g o  a b r o a d  a n d  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s
e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e y  a r e  p o l l u t i n g .  T h e y  a r e  u s i n g  w h a t e v e r  p r o f i t  t h e y  e x t r a c t  f o r
o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s ,  n o t  f o r  S i t a k u n d a ’ s  g o o d  o r  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t . ’    

A  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  l e a d e r  ( 2 ) ,  s a i d  t h a t  “ t o  h a n d l e  d i f f e r e n t  h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s  a t  t h e  y a r d s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  e q u i p m e n t  b u t  n e i t h e r  K a b i r  n o r  P H P
p r o v i d e  t h e  a d e q u a t e  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E )  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s
t y p e  o f  w o r k .  W h e n  w e  d e a l  w i t h  a s b e s t o s  o r  w e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  g a s  t a n k s  w e
n e e d  s p e c i a l  m a s k s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ’ t  i m p o r t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c
e q u i p m e n t  t o  B a n g l a d e s h . ” .

A  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  a t  P H P ,  a  s h i p  y a r d  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  H K C  S t a t e m e n t
o f  C o m p l i a n c e  i n  2 0 1 7 ,  s a i d :  “ W h e n  c u t t i n g  i r o n ,  t h e  s m o k e  e n t e r s  o u r  l u n g s ,
i t  b u r n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a s k s .  I  a m  g i v i n g  m y  a c t u a l  l i f e  t o  t h i s  c o m p a n y .  I f  t h e
w o r k e r  i s  h e a l t h y ,  h e  c a n  w o r k  f o r  l i f e .  B u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  t h i n k  l i k e  t h a t .  T h i s  i s  a
p o i s o n o u s  s m o k e .  T h e  m a s k s  t h e y  g i v e  u s  a r e  n o t  s p e c i a l i z e d  m a s k s .  T h e  s m o k e ,
t h e  g a s ,  e n t e r s  o u r  b o d i e s . ”   
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(1) Some examples: Tewari et al., 2001; Awan, 2013; Hasan et al., 2013; Deshpande et al., 2013; Talukder et al., 2015; Haque, 2016;
Wan et al., 2016; EC, 2016; Kutub et al., 2017; Gunbeyaz et al., 2019; Eronat et al., 2019; Chowdhury, 2019; Mitra et al., 2020; Hasan
et al., 2020; Kakar et al., 2021; Goswami Nirali et al., 2023

(2) NGO Shipbreaking Platform’s fieldwork, February 2023.
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A  w o r k e r  a t  K a b i r  S h i t a l p u r  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  ( 3 ) ,  s t a t e d :  “ t h e  w a s t e  i s  c o l l e c t e d
i n  g a r b a g e  b a g s  a n d  s t o r e d  i n  s t o r a g e  r o o m s  a t  t h e  y a r d  b u t  w h a t  h a p p e n s
a f t e r w a r d s  w e  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  S o m e  w a s t e s  a r e  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  s e a  w a t e r ” .  H e
f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d :  “ A  L N G  s h i p  c o n t a i n s  m a n y  w h i t e  p o w d e r  b a g s  t h a t  a r e
s p r e a d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  m i x e d  w i t h  t h e  s e a  w a t e r ,  a n d  s o l d  i n  t h e
s e c o n d h a n d  m a r k e t . ” .
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(3) NGO Shipbreaking Platform’s fieldwork, February 2023.

W E A K  G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  L A C K  O F  E N F O R C E M E N T  
I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h e a l t h  r i g h t s  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i s
u n d e r m i n e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  w e a k  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e c h a n i s m s ,
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,
i n e f f e c t i v e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a m o n g  d i f f e r e n t  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e
t r a i n i n g  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  w o r k e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  w o r k e r s ’  p o o r
e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o
c o n t i n u o u s l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  s e c t o r  d u e  t o  i t s  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c a u s i n g
s i g n i f i c a n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n .   

Bangladesh, 2023Bangladesh, 2023
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S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  ( 4 )  h a v e  r e v e a l e d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  o n
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  h u m a n  h e a l t h ,  a n d  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  e c o n o m i c
b e n e f i t s  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  h a v e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o s t s  l i n k e d  t o  p o l l u t i o n  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  w h e r e  y a r d s  o p e r a t e .  I n
B a n g l a d e s h ,  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  p o l l u t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s
h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  2 1  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a c k  o f
c o n s i s t e n t  m o n i t o r i n g  t o  e v i d e n c e  d i r e c t  c a u s a l i t y  b e t w e e n  p o l l u t i o n ,  i l l
h e a l t h  a n d  r e d u c e d  f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  l a c k  o f  l i a b i l i t y ,  w h i c h
i m p e d e s  e f f o r t s  t o  a d d r e s s  p o l l u t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  s e e k  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r
a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  s a m p l i n g  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g
f o r  d i o x i n s ,  P C B s  a n d  o t h e r  c a r c i n o g e n s  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  o r g a n i c  p o l l u t a n t s  i n
s o i l ,  w a t e r ,  s e d i m e n t  a n d  a i r ,  a n d ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  n o t  a  s i n g l e  l a b  f a c i l i t y  i n
B a n g l a d e s h  i s  a b l e  t o  a n a l y s e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .   

T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  l a b o u r  i n s p e c t o r s  f r o m  t h e  “ D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n s p e c t i o n  f o r
F a c t o r i e s  a n d  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s ”  ( D I F E )  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g u l a r l y  v i s i t  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  o n l y  2 0  i n s p e c t o r s  a r e
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  S h o r t a g e s  o f  i n s p e c t o r s  i s  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  o b s t a c l e  t o  e f f e c t i v e  m o n i t o r i n g ,  w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  l a p s e s  i n
o v e r s i g h t ,  u n s a f e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  r i s k  t o  w o r k e r s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  ( 5 ) ,  w h e n  t h e  L a b o u r  I n s p e c t o r s
c o m e  t o  t h e  y a r d s ,  “ t h e y  d o  n o t  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s  o r  i n s p e c t  o u r  w o r k ,  t h e y
j u s t  c o m e  a n d  m e e t  t h e  o f f i c e  s t a f f ,  h a v e  s o m e  t e a  o r  s n a c k s  a n d  l e a v e ” ,  “ t h e
y a r d  s t a f f  k n o w  i n  a d v a n c e  t h a t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  c o m i n g  s o  t h e y  w i l l  t e l l  m o s t
o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  n o t  t o  c o m e  o n  t h a t  d a y .  S u p p o s e  t h a t  1 0 0  w o r k e r s  a r e  e x p e c t e d
t o  w o r k ,  o n  t h a t  d a y ,  t h e y  o n l y  a s k  2 0  w o r k e r s  t o  c o m e . ”  
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(4) Some studies: Tewari et al., 2001; Awan, 2013; Hasan et al., 2013; Deshpande et al., 2013; Talukder et al., 2015; Haque, 2016; Wan
et al., 2016; EC, 2016; Kutub et al., 2017; Gunbeyaz et al., 2019; Eronat et al., 2019; Chowdhury, 2019; Mitra et al., 2020; Hasan et al.,
2020; Kakar et al., 2021; Goswami Nirali et al., 2023

(5) NGO Shipbreaking Platform’s fieldwork, February 2023.
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D e w a n ’ s  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  i m p r o v i n g
t h e  i n d u s t r y  s h a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  a p p r o p r i a t e  P P E  a v a i l a b l e  i n
B a n g l a d e s h ,  n o r  d o e s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e c i f y  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
o f  f a c e  m a s k s ,  g l o v e s ,  h e l m e t s  a n d  b o o t s  t o  b e  u s e d .  T h e  w o r k e r s
i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  i n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  y a r d s  u s e
s e c o n d - h a n d  P P E  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h a r e  t h e  P P E  a m o n g  e a c h  o t h e r .
S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f o r e m e n  v i e w  m u c h  o f  t h e  P P E ,  m e d i c a l
f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a s  a  “ f a ç a d e ”  d o n e  b y  t h e
a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n t e r e s t s  t o  m a k e  t h e  y a r d s  a p p e a r  c o m p l i a n t
w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  l a b o u r  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a l l e n g e s .

T h e  e n t i r e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p r o c e s s  r e m a i n s  l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e  a n d  r i s k y .  I n  a
s t u d y  i n v o l v i n g  1 2 8  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  t e n  f o c u s  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  ,
m o r e  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  r e p o r t e d
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  c h e s t  p a i n .  O t h e r s  r e p o r t e d  v o m i t i n g ,  a b d o m i n a l  p a i n ,  a n d
a b d o m i n a l  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  a n o r e x i a ,  n a u s e a ,  v o m i t i n g ,  a b d o m i n a l  p a i n ,  a n d
g a s t r i c .  T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  f o r  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s m o k i n g ,  a s b e s t o s  d u s t ,
d i f f e r e n t  t o x i c  g a s ,  a n d  f i r e .  

E m r a n ,  a  B a n g l a d e s h i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r ,  s h a r e d  t h a t  w h e n  c u t t e r  m e n  l i k e
h i m s e l f  w o r k  f o r  t w o  t o  t h r e e  d a y s ,  t h e y  e n d  u p  b e d - r i d d e n  a n d  s i c k  w i t h
h i g h  f e v e r s ,  r e s p i r a t o r y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  a c h i n g  m u s c l e  p a i n s  f o r  d a y s
w i t h o u t  p a y .  I n  2 0 1 5 ,  a  N o r w e g i a n  s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  a i r  s u r r o u n d i n g
C h a t t o g r a m  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  c a r c i n o g e n i c  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c o n t a m i n a n t s  s u c h  a s  P C B s  f a r  b e y o n d  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  l e v e l s  o f
s a f e  i n h a l a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  i n v i s i b l e  d a n g e r  i s  n o t  p r i o r i t i z e d  i n  t h e
c u r r e n t  r e f o r m  a g e n d a  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .   

I n  P a k i s t a n ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  o f f i c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d  a s
a n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  h a s  b e e n  t h e r e f o r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n f o r m a l l y .  T h e  B a l o c h i s t a n
S h i p  B r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y  R u l e s ,  1 9 7 9  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  u p d a t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e
w i t h  P a k i s t a n ' s  1 9 9 7  E n v i r o n m e n t  A c t .  T h e  w e a k  e n f o r c e m e n t  s y s t e m s  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  
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W h i l e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  s o m e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d s  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ,  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p r a c t i c e s  p e r s i s t .  I n d i a  h a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a d o p t e d  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  v i s i o n  f o r
c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  t o  b e c o m e  a  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
i n d u s t r y  o p e r a t i n g  f r o m  d r y - d o c k s ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  I n d i a n ’ s  M a r i t i m e  V i s i o n
2 0 3 0 .  R e c y c l i n g  i n  a  d r y  d o c k  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
s o u n d  a n d  s a f e  w a y  t o  r e c y c l e  v e s s e l s  .  

I G N O R I N G  H U M A N  R I G H T S  D U E  D I L I G E N C E  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  o n  B u s i n e s s  a n d  H u m a n
R i g h t s ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s  d u e  d i l i g e n c e  i s  a  c y c l i c a l  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h
b u s i n e s s e s  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a s s e s s ,  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  p r e v e n t ,  m i t i g a t e
a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e  p u b l i c l y  a b o u t  t h e i r  a c t u a l  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  a d v e r s e  h u m a n
r i g h t s  i m p a c t s .  C o m p a n i e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n d  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e i r  v a l u e  c h a i n ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e y  e i t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e  t o ,  o r  a r e  d i r e c t l y
l i n k e d  t o  t h e  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  F o r
s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  O E C D  G u i d e l i n e s
a n d  t h e  U N G P  w o u l d  e n t a i l  t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  s h i p s  e n t i r e  l i f e
c y c l e  f r o m  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( " c r a d l e " )  t o  t h e i r  e v e n t u a l
d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  a n d  d i s p o s a l  ( " g r a v e " ) .

A  r e p o r t  b y  H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h  a n d  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m
d e n o u n c e s  t h a t  m a n y  E u r o p e a n  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  s e n d i n g  t h e i r  e n d -
o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  f o r  s c r a p  i n  d a n g e r o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h .
T h e  r e p o r t  r e v e a l s  h o w  s h i p  o w n e r s  c i r c u m v e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s
i n t e r d i c t i n g  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  s h i p s  t o  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .
C o m p a n i e s  r e d u c e  c o s t s  b y  e x p o r t i n g  s h i p s  t o  c o u n t r i e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,
t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  p e r m i s s i v e  l a b o u r  l a w s ,  w e a k  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  p o o r  h u m a n  r i g h t s  t r a c k  r e c o r d s .  
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Bangladesh, 2022
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D E S T R U C T I O N  O F  N A T U R A L  B A R R I E R  A G A I N T  R I S I N G  S E A  L E V E L S  
T h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  c o n t a i n s  a  r i c h  b i o d i v e r s i t y  w i t h  s e v e r a l
s p e c i e s  b e i n g  e n d e m i c  t o  t h e  r e g i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o a s t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f
S i t a k u n d a ,  C h a t t o g r a m  i s  s e v e r e l y  c o n t a m i n a t e d  b y  v a r i o u s  p r o c e s s e s
r e l a t e d  t o  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s
e x p a n d e d  f r o m  3  k i l o m e t r e s  i n  1 9 8 8  u p  t o  2 2  k i l o m e t r e s  i n  2 0 2 0 .  I t  h a s
e x p a n d e d  i t s  a r e a  b y  c u t t i n g  d o w n  m a n g r o v e s  a n d  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  l o c a l
e c o s y s t e m .  A t  l e a s t  4 0 , 0 0 0   m a n g r o v e s  w e r e  c u t  d o w n  i n  2 0 0 9  a l o n e  t o
b u i l d  u p  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  M a n g r o v e s  s e r v e  a s  a  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r ,
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c o a s t s  f r o m  s t o r m s .  I f  t h e y  d i s a p p e a r ,  s e a w a t e r  e n t e r s  a n d
d a m a g e s  t h e  h o u s e s  a n d  b e l o n g i n g s  o f  l o c a l  p e o p l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e
b r e a k i n g  d o w n  o f  e m b a n k m e n t s .  I n  2 0 1 4 ,  t w o  y a r d s  w e r e  c o n v i c t e d  b y  t h e
d i s t r i c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f o r e s t  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  c o a s t a l
f o r e s t s  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,  C h a t t o g r a m .  M o s t a f a  ( 3 0 ) ,  a  B e n g a l i  m a n  w h o  g r e w
u p  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,  r e m e m b e r e d  h o w  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  c o m p l i c i t  i n  c u t t i n g
d o w n  t h e  m a n g r o v e s :

“ I  w a s  p a r t  o f  c u t t i n g  d o w n  t r e e s  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  a s  a  c h i l d .  I  g o t  1 0 0 0  t a k a
t o  j u s t  b i n d  a n d  h o l d  d o w n  a  f o r e s t  g u a r d  i n  r o p e s .  I  d i d n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e n
w h a t  t h i s  m e a n t .  W e  c u t  d o w n  t h e  f o r e s t s  a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o w  g o n e . ”

D u r i n g  P l a t f o r m ’ s  r e c e n t  f i e l d w o r k  ( 6 ) ,  w o r k e r s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  y a r d  o w n e r s
k e e p  c u t t i n g  d o w n  t h e  m a n g r o v e s  t o  b u i l d  u p  n e w  y a r d s .  R e c e n t l y ,
K o h i n o o r  S t e e l  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c u t t i n g  d o w n  a r o u n d  5 0 0 0  t r e e s ,
c o u n t i n g  f o r  5  a c r e s  o f  m a n g r o v e  f o r e s t ,  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  F o r e s t
D e p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  i l l e g a l  u n d e r  F o r e s t  P r o d u c t s  T r a n s i t  R u l e s  2 0 1 1 .
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(6) NGO Shipbreaking Platform’s fieldwork, February 2023.

http://archive.sciendo.com/HSSR/hssr.2017.6.issue-2/hssr-2017-0013/hssr-2017-0013.pdf
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C a m e l i a  D e w a n  

T h e  p a p e r  p r o v i d e s  a n  i n - d e p t h  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x  i s s u e s
s u r r o u n d i n g  p o l l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n  S i t a k u n d a .  T h e  s t u d y
l o o k s  a t  p o l l u t i o n  n o t  o n l y  i n  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  b u t  i n  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
e c o s y s t e m s  o f  f o r e s t s ,  t i d e s ,  c a n a l s ,  a n d  r i v e r s ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s
t h e  " f l u i d  c o m m o n s ” ;  a n d  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  e c o n o m i c  g a i n s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  s h i p  d i s m a n t l i n g  i n  c h e a p e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  l e a d s  t o
e c o l o g i c a l  d i s p o s s e s s i o n .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  p r o v i d e s  a  h o l i s t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t s  o f  p o l l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
a r e a  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  o f  e c o n o m i c ,
p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  

T o x i c  r e s i d u e s  i n  f l u i d  c o m m o n s :  M o r e - t h a n - e c o n o m i c  d i s p o s s e s s i o n  a n d
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  c o a s t a l  B a n g l a d e s h

2 0 2 3

H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h  -  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

T h e  9 0 - p a g e  r e p o r t  “ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y
C i r c u m v e n t s  R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”
f i n d s  t h a t  B a n g l a d e s h i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  o f t e n  t a k e  s h o r t c u t s  o n  s a f e t y
m e a s u r e s ,  d u m p  t o x i c  w a s t e  d i r e c t l y  o n t o  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  d e n y  w o r k e r s  l i v i n g  w a g e s ,  r e s t ,  o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n
c a s e  o f  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  r e p o r t  r e v e a l s  a n  e n t i r e  n e t w o r k  u s e d  b y  s h i p  o w n e r s
t o  c i r c u m v e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  s h i p s  t o
f a c i l i t i e s  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  t h a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  a d e q u a t e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r  l a b o u r  p r o t e c t i o n s .

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s
R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S
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https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
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1 9

NOVEMBER 2023SAQU #35 //

O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s  R e g u l a t i o n s  t o
S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n
R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
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https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !



S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  7 7 5 1  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
4 4 7  d e a t h s  a n d  3 9 3  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m o n i t o r .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
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A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.


