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Seafarers in the UK Shipping 
Industry: 2017 

An estimated 23,760 UK seafarers were active at sea in 
2017, with overall numbers being broadly stable in recent 
years. 

  There has been a downward overall trend in the number of UK 

RESPONSIBLE STATISTICIAN: Suzanne Wallace : 07977 433010      

FURTHER INFORMATION: Media: 020 7944 4341 Public: maritime.stats@dft.gov.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


Things you need to know 

About these statistics 

This release presents a range of statistics relating to the number of seafarers working in the UK 

Data sources 

  Section 2
in their 

assumptions are required to estimate this. 

  Section 3 UK 
Chamber of Shipping

The two sources are combined to produce an estimate of UK seafarers active at sea as set out in 
section 1

section 4
to present the fullest range of available statistics on seafarers. 

Coverage

Time period covered

Trends over time

Further information 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/maritime-and-coastguard-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/maritime-and-coastguard-agency
https://www.ukchamberofshipping.com/
https://www.ukchamberofshipping.com/


1: Overview of UK seafarers, 2017 

An estimated 23,760 UK seafarers1 were active at sea in 2017, with 
overall numbers being broadly stable in recent years. 

includes: 

companies that are members of the UK Chamber of Shipping 

ratings recorded in particular. 

SFR0101

Total 

no change

Ratings 

Seafarer types 
To serve as a 

obtained; in the UK these are 

cadets

but are on board to gain 

 are 

Ratings

are not required to revalidate 
their competencies as 

other staff without maritime 

Change

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


Wider context 

considered to be in seafarer roles: 

  The Royal Navy
Defence statistics

  Fishermen
Marine Management Organisation. 

  Superyachts 

  Workboats 
to the National Workboat Association
available. 

  Inland waterways Boatmaster licences for work on inland waters 

  Those working in roles on shore. 

It is possible that seafarers can belong to more than one of these groups. Producing an overall 
estimate of all UK nationals working in at sea from the available data is challenging. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-2018
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/our-organisation/the-fighting-arms/royal-fleet-auxiliary
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-sea-fisheries-annual-statistics
http://www.workboatassociation.org/
https://www.gov.uk/boatmasters-licence


  

were UK nationals. 

nationals with CoCs and those holding CECs will be working on UK 

nationals who obtain CoCs in the UK. 
SFR0203

Non-UK 
UK nationals (all nationals Non-UK Non-UK 

CECs nationals CoCs nationals other 

1 

SFR0201

Seafarer 

preforming deck or engine 

vessels are required to 
hold a 
Competency (CoC) or 
equivalent. 

from UK colleges obtain the 
same CoC as UK nationals. 

will proceed to work on UK 
registered vessels while 
others will use the UK 

registered vessels. 

outside the UK are required 
to hold a 
Equivalent Competency 
(CEC) before working as a 

UK registered vessel. 

The estimates in 
this section make no 
assumptions about 
whether seafarers holding 

sea. 

1. The International
Convention on Standards 

and Watchkeeping sets 

for personnel working on 
seagoing merchant ships. 

  

Deck 
Engine 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


Maritime 
Growth . 

SFR0202

CECs 

been a notable decline in Indian nationals with CECs. 

SFR0204

Poland 

Philippines 

Ukraine 

Russia 

Romania 

Latvia 

India 

Croatia 

CECs in the EU: 
EMSA data 
The European Maritime 

publishes statistics on 

with the latest report for 

data from different EU 

to which seafarers with UK 

work on vessels registered 
in other EU countries. 

holders of UK CoCs gained 

registers. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/460861/maritime-growth-study-keeping-UK-competitive.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/460861/maritime-growth-study-keeping-UK-competitive.pdf
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/latest/download/4871/3094/23.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


the SMarT1 scheme was 740. 

doubling of the 
future level of SMarT funding

Cadets can take up to four 

New entrants are supported 
SMarT1 scheme. 

providers. Estimates of the 
total number of cadets in 
training are calculated as 
an average of the number 
in training in each month of 

  

Support for Maritime

scheme is introduced 
training 

SMarT funding reduces from 

SMarT1 new 
entrants 

SMarT funding 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-doubles-trainee-funding-in-smart-move-to-boost-uk-maritime-sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-doubles-trainee-funding-in-smart-move-to-boost-uk-maritime-sector
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/support-for-maritime-training-smart
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


3: Seafarers active at sea in the UK industy (Chamber of Shipping members) 

estimated to be active at sea working for companies within the 

of these were UK nationals and two-thirds from outside the EEA. 

and other services area. 

SFR0301

Total 
Catering,
hotel or other 
Technical 

  

SFR0301

Catering,
hotel or other 
Deck 

Total 

Engine 
Dual purpose 

CoS manpower 
survey 

are based on the UK 
Chamber of Shipping 

no adjustment is made for 
companies which do not 
provide data. 

Although the CoS data 
does not provide complete 

changes in membership or 

large market leader deciding 
to move its operations or 
crewing outside the UK can 

the best available source 
for monitoring patterns and 

ratings 

large scale changes can 

making these numbers 

total number of ratings in the 

their operations out of the 
UK. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


SFR0302

Ratings 

Seafarers active at sea by nationality 

  

accounting for the largest numbers among individual countries.

Nationality 
groups 
The EEA is comprised of the 

Leichtenstein. 

was unknown for around 

proportions of the total 

in the data table. 

SFR0303

All seafarers 
active at sea 

Ratings 

UK nationals Other EEA Non EEA 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


4: Other information 

other published sources, in areas where users of these statistics have expressed interest. 

Seafarer projections 

were the results of a modelling approach which made a number of 

were also produced. 

SFR0401

Seafarer 
projections 
The full report containing 
the latest UK seafarer 
projections was published in 
2017. 

was published alongside the 

projections is included as 

SFR0401. 

Total ratings (positive scenario) 

Total ratings (central scenario) 

Total ratings (negative scenario) 

2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Maritime apprenticeships 

Apprenticeships are jobs with structured training which give apprentices 
a foundation to their career.  Information on apprenticeships in the 
maritime sector is available via the Maritime Skills Alliance. 

number of  apprenticeships starts was as follows: 

link to data

link to data

Apprenticeships
data 
Information on the number 

numbers and achievements 

Department for Education 
and Education and Skills 

of their 
apprenticeships. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maritime-growth-uk-seafarer-projections
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maritime-growth-uk-seafarer-projections
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/585720/seafarer-projections-2016-to-2026.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/585720/seafarer-projections-2016-to-2026.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr
https://www.maritimeskills.org/Apprenticeships
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/able-seafarer-deck/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/661049/201617_apprenticeships_by_framework_and_sector_subject_area.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/694143/Q2_201718_apprenticeships_by_SSA_framework.xlsx 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-apprenticeships#apprenticeship-starts-and-achievements
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-apprenticeships#apprenticeship-starts-and-achievements
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/seafarer-statistics-sfr


Background 

User feedback and development of these statistics 

a 

there was no consensus on how this should be done 

  collected data on seafarers active at sea working for companies outside the membership of 

the estimates of seafarers active at sea might be improved. We continue to welcome feedback 

This can be provided via maritime.stats@dft.gov.uk 

Strengths and weaknesses of these statistics 

These statistics are compiled using data from a number of sources: 

1. There have also 

  Data on seafarer trainees are based on claims from training providers for reimbursement under 

1 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seafarer-statistics-2015
mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gov.uk


notes. 

Further information 

Data tables
on seafarer statistics available from the Department for Transport website at: 

. 

Technical information
and data issues in more detail can be found here: 

National Statistics

before release can be found here: 
. 

Next update
of 2019. 

Twitter via our @DfTstats account: 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seafarers-in-the-uk-shipping-industry-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seafarers-in-the-uk-shipping-industry-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maritime-and-shipping-statistics-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maritime-and-shipping-statistics-guidance
https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/code-of-practice/
https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/code-of-practice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-release-access-lists-for-maritime-and-shipping-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-release-access-lists-for-maritime-and-shipping-series
http://www.twitter.com/DfTstats


Glossary 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA)

STCW95

CEC/TIC/Yacht

SMarT. Government funding is available to support seafarer training under the Support for Maritime 

under the SMarT1 element of the scheme. 

UK Chamber of Shipping. The trade association representing the interests of UK ship owners. 

are based. 

Deck
management of the ship and people on board. 

Engine

General purpose / dual purpose. This rating is the denomination for seafarers working as ratings 
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